
 
 

November 2017 Newsletter 

 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Wiring. 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party.  
2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

Jan. 13: 

Jan. 27: Junipers for sales. 

Feb. 10: Junipers for sales. 

March 10: 

April 14: Annual Club Auction and Raffle. 

April 20-22: LSBF Convention. Longview. 

May 6: Sunday. Visiting speaker Roy Nagatoshi. 

May 18-20: Exhibition. Rose Room.  

Friday night: set-up. Viewing Saturday & Sunday. 

June 9: 

July 14: 

Aug. 11: Club Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: 

Oct. 13: LSBF traveling speaker? 

Nov. 10: 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
  

 Well it looks like Fall / Winter has arrived in 

North Texas. I know if you were at the Japanese Fall 

Festival it felt more like Winter on Saturday 

morning. Now is the time to have your winter area 

set up and ready to protect your trees from a 

hard freeze. I normally just set my trees on the 

ground in the same area I keep them during the year 

with some wind protection and a garden tarp close by 

so I can easily through the tarp over the trees if 

needed. I don’t have many tropicals so no green 

house for me. The few I have go in the garage that 

has a window for some sun light.  

 It sounds like October’s visiting artist was 

well received. Unfortunately I was unable to attend 

the visiting artist but the feedback I received was 

good. Thanks to all the members/ volunteers who 

showed up to support the club at the Japanese Fall 

Festival. Although the weather was cold the gardens 

had a good turn out and I got to see our more formal 

permanent display located next to the gift shop. It 

looks really good. Thanks to Mark and all who help 

create and build the stands for this display. We are 

hoping this display brings new interest to the club.  

 We only have two more meetings and this 

bonsai year is over. November 11th. is on wiring 

and I’m looking forward to learning some wiring 

techniques. And December 9th. is our annual 

Christmas Party. I will take a poll to see if we want 

to do the Chinese gift exchange this year. We have 

done this in the past and it was a lot of fun so we can 

decide at the next meeting. 

 Our Facebook page is up and running so 

please go on Facebook search for Fort Worth Bonsai 

and like our page.  

Also don’t forget to check out our website 

http://fortworthbonsai.org 

 

 Happy Bonsai Holidays 

 Dan 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


Last Month’s Program: 

Visiting LSBF Artist:  

Jonas Dupuich. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

 
Jonas’ talk was very informative. He showed an 

interesting set of pictures of set ups in Japanese 

exhibitions. Then he used examples of stands, 

accent plants and bonsai to  demonstrate the thought 

process of setting up a bonsai show. 

 

Thank you to all those who brought bonsai, stands 

and accent plants for Jonas to use.  

 

 
Another “Thank you” goes out to the LSBF 

who sponsors a traveling speaker for all the member 

clubs each year. and/or bonsai so Jonas can use them 

to show how he sets up bonsai shows.  

November’s Meeting: Wiring. 
 Learn the basics of wiring and some tricks to 

help you do a better job training your bonsai. Bring 

your trees with wiring problems for show and tell 

and/or advice. This will be a lecture/demo type of 

program so you don’t need to bring anything to 

participate. 

 

The Japanese Garden Bonsai 

Collection has begun. 

 
 The new Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection 

has a display in the garden. So far, the trees are being 

watered properly and there is lots of interest in 

expanding eventually to a larger area of the garden. 

Thanks to Mark and his helpers for their hard work 

in getting the new exhibit started. 

 

Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

 
 As usual, helpful people showed up for our 

display at the Japanese Garden Fall Festival. If it 

were not for those who are willing to share their trees 

and time with the public, our exhibit at the Festivals 



would not be possible. It is important for our club to 

be visible to the public and these shows are one of 

our best advertisements for our club. We even got a 

couple of new members to sign up at the Fall Festival 

this year! 

  

 
Native Anaqua.  

 

 
Formal upright juniper. 

 
Willowleaf Fig. 

Japanese Black Pine. 

 

 
Kingsville Boxwood. 



Bo-Tree, Ficus religiosa.  

 

Japanese Maple. 

 

 
Kingsville Boxwood. 

 
San Jose Juniper. 

 

NOVEMBER BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 When you read guidelines do you read 'can' as 

'should'.  Most guides I have read use them 

interchangeably.  However in the plant world you should 

be more careful and see if you can decipher the correct 

meaning.  Many times the meaning depends on the 

readers knowledge and abilities.  For example, because of 

a bad commercial soil mix I barerooted and repotted trees 

in July with no loss.  However, I knew what they required 

and was committed to supplying their needs completely 

until they fully recovered.  So when you read guidelines 

be sure to modify them to suit your trees, your back yard, 

and especially your capabilities.  Try to do tasks on a 

schedule but dont be a slave to a schedule--move the tasks 

needed as best for the tree, maybe sooner maybe later. 

Articles like this are always just guidelines.  Each tree in 

your backyard is a special case and you should look at it 

individually each time you water.  Be sure it is not getting 

stressed. Is it really healthy?  Any signs of problems-- 

wilting, color ok, leaves good?  Does it need attention 

immediately?  If so place it aside and come back to 

examine it and take appropriate action.   

 Learn to think in terms related to plant 

characteristics instead of calendar periods (i.e. use ‘when 

dormant’ instead of October,  ‘candle growth’ instead of 

April, etc).  That will enable you to read bonsai articles 

correctly whether written in Japan, Florida or wherever. 

Note that some tree cultivars (like the cork bark black 

pine) are notably weaker than the standards of the species 

and require different pruning and care.  

 You should have your winter quarters ready.  

Select one for deciduous trees that will be out of the sun.  



Air circulation is good but too much wind will desiccate 

them especially in freezing temps.  Be sure you will be 

able to check their watering.  Clean up all debris. 

 Most important is winter is to keep the soil 

moisture at a proper level. This sometimes is hard to do 

because the trees do not use as much water as when they 

are growing. However the cold winds will dry out the tops 

quickly. I believe that most winter damage in Texas is due 

to lack of water rather than to low temperatures.  Mulch 

helps keep the roots warm and retards evaporation but it 

makes for difficulty in seeing if the soil is damp enough.  

Most soils with enough organic material to keep the tree 

happy in the summer will be too wet if watered daily in 

the winter and wet cold means root rot. 

 Before putting the trees into winter storage treat 

them for over-wintering insects and eggs.  Dormant oil 

spray is good on trees with no green, foliage or buds.  A 

dilute solution of lime sulfur is an old gardeners dormant 

spray for insect and fungus control. Use it on very cool 

days and dilute it 1 part lime sulfur to 20 parts water.  Be 

sure to read the label on your bottle in case there are 

different strengths available.  This solution should also be 

applied to benches tops, posts and the soil surrounding 

them (if you have gravel instead of grass) to eliminate 

hiding eggs and spores.  If you have a greenhouse treat it 

also before the weather gets too cold to put your plants 

outside or move them to one end while you treat the other 

end.At this time of the year deciduous plants do not need 

fertilizer.  Evergreens will continue a slow growth and 

will benefit from a light fertilizer feeding.  Use one with 

a lower nitrogen (first number) like 0-10-10 or 8-8-8 at no 

more than 1/3 the recommended feeding rate. 

 Watering should be done with care during the 

cool and/or cold weather.  Deciduous trees will use some 

water to replace what is lost to winds and evaporation.  

Evergreen trees will need a little more but not as much as 

in summer.  The easiest way is to sort your pots into 

groups, those that dry quickly, those that are slower to dry, 

and those that seem to stay damp.  This will let you water 

faster and yet not over-water the ones staying damp.  

Make a note to repot the ones staying too damp. 

 Repotting of hardy trees can be done anytime the 

trees are dormant.  However it is safer to do that chore in 

the spring as the buds are swelling.  New roots will start 

forming immediately upon repotting in order for the tree 

to absorb water.  If you do repot in the fall you should 

protect the new roots from freezing during the winter.  

  Do you need to change the pot?  Making notes at 

this time while getting the trees ready for winter will give 

you 3-4 months to find the proper pot. When trees go 

dormant which indicates a reduced sap flow they may be 

pruned, that is have major limbs removed.  Trimming may 

also be done while the leaves are off the trees and you can 

see what you are doing.  Evergreen types will probably 

still be active. Pruning them should be held until later. 

Foliage can be removed when half has turned color to 

remove some pathogens and to enjoy their winter 

silhouette.  

BIG NOTE:  If you have a tree that is weak and unhealthy 

you should not attempt to style it in any way, just get it 

happy by adjusting its soil, feeding, and getting rid of any 

parasites.  Styling just adds to its stress and problems. 

 By this time any tropical you have should be 

under cover.  Most do not like the temp below 50 degrees.  

All tropicals should be checked and treated for any insect 

problems since any insects will multiply fast when they 

get into warmer quarters.  Spider mites and scale can be 

especially damaging if the plant is moved in the house 

where the humidity is low.  

 The semi-tropical plants like crape myrtle 

pomegranate, pyracantha, and some south Texas natives 

need to go dormant to stay healthy over a long time but 

they cannot take much cold on the roots.  They will be 

killed by temps somewhere between 25 and 30 degrees.  

These I set down on the ground and mulch for light 

freezes and then bring into a protected area for the colder 

winter.  Sometimes I will let them go dormant for a month 

and then take into the greenhouse to start early and I can 

enjoy their new foliage in January.  

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Ni Guttenfelder 

 nkt6918@yahoo.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 
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 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 
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eflather@sbcglobal.net
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